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Let Love Guide Your Life. 
                          Colossians 3:14 

Let all that you do 

be done in love. 

             1 Corinthians 16:14 
 

Love one another. 
              1 John 4:7 
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Then turning towards the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you 
see this woman?” …   

I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence 
she has shown great love.  
But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.”… 
And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in 
peace.” 

Verses from Luke 7 
 

From the Gospel for February 19  

 

 

This story is about forgiveness. 

And it’s about the gratitude that 

forgiveness creates. And it’s 

about the extravagant acts of love 

and devotion that gratitude 

prompts. But it’s also about 

something else: it’s about 

hardness of heart as opposed to 

love, about judgment instead of 

forgiveness, and about a sense of entitlement instead of 

gratitude. 

 

Jesus compares her actions of extravagant hospitality with 

that of Simon’s. He changes his focus from her devotion 

to Simon’s neglect. It’s not that Simon would have been 

expected to wash Jesus’ feet with his tears. It’s that her 

extravagance only magnifies Simon’s utter lack of 

hospitality, not providing even the minimum of what a 

good host would normally offer a guest. 

 

Why this change of focus? Because the truth Jesus points 

to cuts both ways. It’s not only that one who has been 

forgiven much loves much from gratitude, it’s that the one 

who is forgiven little loves little.  

 

Which is interesting. You might have expected Jesus to 

continue the line of the conversation at this point by 

moving to an accusation or even threat: “Watch out, Simon, 

because the one who loves little is forgiven little.” But rather 

than render judgment, Jesus instead simply says, “Those 

who have been forgiven little love very little.” 

 

Or is it less that they have not been forgiven, but don’t 

notice it. Perhaps they don’t even think they need it. Who 

knows – perhaps they even disdain forgiveness as 

something for others, for those like this woman who is 

clearly a sinner, clearly beneath them, and so clearly in 

need of forgiveness. But them? Need forgiveness? Hardly! 

 

And so it goes. If we cannot admit our need, we cannot 

receive the remedy for our lack, and therefore will not 

experience the gratitude of those who have recognized 

their need for forgiveness and upon receiving it are able to 

love with abandon. 

 

This certainly seems to be Simon’s situation. He has 

invited Jesus over but shows him no hospitality – which 

makes one wonder whether he invited Jesus sincerely or 

more for sport. And rather than be taken aback by the 

woman’s show of love, he judges both her and Jesus. He is 

a man who has no sense of being forgiven – even of 

needing forgiveness – and so is trapped in a judgmental 

hardness of heart. 

 

This story, then, tells both halves of the truth: the joyful 

truth that those who recognize their need receive their 

heart’s desire and live out of gratitude and love, and the 

tragic truth that those who believe themselves righteous 

or sufficient on their own never know the joy or receiving 

and so pursue truncated lives absent genuine gratitude or 

love. Part joyful, part tragic, this whole story functions 

something as a parable for the peculiar but life-changing 

logic of the kingdom of God. And still it’s not over…. 

 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 

Preschool Chatter 
 

After a nice Christmas break, we were busy again at the 

Early Learning Center in January.  A major theme this 

month was cold weather and SNOW (what a surprise!).  

We studied arctic animals and learned that a polar bears 

skin is black.  In our Dramatic Play area we had a Bakery 

as well as a Hot Coco stand. 

 

The teachers worked with the child learning patterns, 

positional concepts, cutting and sorting.  We were unable 

to go outside the child were able to have a snowball fight 

indoors (using pom poms), rode scooters and danced.   

 

Please note that early preschool registration for St. Philip’s 

members will begin Tuesday, February 21.  Forms will be 

available in the ELC hallway, the main church office, or 

may be downloaded from the preschool website starting 

Saturday, February 18:  www.spelcpreschool.com.   
 

Kim Sill 

Early Learning Center Director 

 

 

 

 

http://www.spelcpreschool.com/
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Sunday School Minute 
 

John 13: 34-35 “I give you a new commandment, that you love 

one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another.” 
 

Love is one of those very interesting things. It can be a 

word that some use sparingly, only after deep thought and 

connection. It is sometimes tossed around like glitter, 

covering everything and everyone, a little bit at a time. 

Love, in a child’s eyes, takes many forms. It’s being taken 

care of—knowing that someone will check their backpack, 

make them dinner, and tuck them in. Love is a friendly 

wave on a day when everything has gone right. Love is a 

kind word on a morning when everything has gone wrong. 

Love is a puppy licking your face, and then the reminder 

not to let the puppy kiss your face. In Sunday school this 

month, we’ll be talking about the love that surpasses all 

others—God’s love—and how our creator models that 

love and has for thousands of years. 

 

All the best,  

Stephanie Becken  

Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  

 

 

Teen Talk  
 

“Have you looked at any Lutheran colleges?” Most young 

people at St. Philip’s will hear this line a time or two in 

their junior and senior year of high school. Why? Because 

we have many proud alumnae from Lutheran colleges in 

the church family. In no particular order, St. Olaf, 

Augsburg, Luther, Concordia, Gustavus Adolphus—just a 

few of the ELCA affiliated colleges in the mid-west—and 

they each offer something unique that might be just right 

for the young student looking to continue their education. 

These aren’t the only options, of course. Many students 

will go to different schools, go into trades, the workforce, 

the military—lots of options—and the great thing about a 

church family is there will most likely be a mentor within 

the family with experience on that path.  More, there is 

good will, encouragement, and a listening ear for those 

who seek advice and input, or just someone to pray with. 

As young people transition to adulthood in life and within 

the church family, there may be growing pains, but there’s 

so much love! 

 

All the best,  

Stephanie Becken  

Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  

 

 

- AMONG OUR OWN - 
 

Congratulations to… 

Hugo Grant Mallen (son of Michael and Emily (Retka) 

Mallen) born January 8. 

Ella Johnson (daughter of TJ and Pam Johnson) blessings 

on her baptism. 

Shannon and Deanna McGinnis on their 15th wedding 

anniversary February 22. 

 

Sympathies to… 

Eloise Arndtson and family as they mourns the death 

of her sister Elaine Haack. 
 

 
 

Early in January we closed the 

books on December 

financials.  The Finance Team 

is happy to present the 

following details. 

 
 

General and Miscellaneous Fund thru 12/31/16:       

       Actual        Budget         Actual  

Year to Date:     12/16   12/16    12/15 

Income:   $504,393 $510,150 $493,486 

Expenses:  $477,314 $530,569 $458,372 

Over/(short): $27,079    ($20,419)  $35,115 

 

Capital Fund Year to Date: 

 $169,956 $180,000 $177,603 

 

The offering plate is passed, the money counted and then 

deposited in the bank each Sunday.  Ever wonder how 

your dollars were spent?  Here are a few highlights from 

the month of December. 
 

 Through Hastings Family Service Project Share we 

helped to serve 388 families during the winter 

holidays.  
 

 Two area families needing assistance were helped. 
 

 65 children received ornaments on Christmas Eve. 
 

 We provided a venue for the River Valley Band 

concert on December 4. 
 

 Pastor led worship at Regina on December 21. 

 

Many thanks for all you do to support the ministry of St. 

Philip’s! 
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SOUND BYTES  

 

Did you know? 

 The Word and Sermons are posted 

on the SPLC website weekly so that 

members, those unable to attend, and 

the public can hear or review them.  

Scriptures and sermons available on 

the website include the most recent four to five 

Sundays, Easter, and Christmas.  

 Every worship service, two audio-visual team 

members provide sound and projection of slides to 

enhance the service.  Audio team members provide 

sound support using an average of 18-20 channels 

while visual team members project an average of 

approximately 60-80 slides in sync with the progress 

of the service. 

 The words for most familiar hymns and songs are 

projected on the screens as copyright permissions 

allow.  This provides another option for attendees 

to worship as they feel most comfortable. 

 During the week, approximately 140 slides are 

prepared and placed in sequence for the next 

Sunday’s two worship services.  Each slide normally 

contains at least two layers consisting of a 

background and foreground. Occasionally, additional 

layers are added to a slide to provide an enhanced 

graphic. 

 Two hearing assist devices are available for use 

during worship services. The devices are similar in 

size to a small iPod and deliver amplified sound using 

ear buds. If this would enhance your worship, please 

see an usher to request one of the devices. 

 The Audio-Visual team is always ready to accept 

new members and training is provided. If you are 

interested in joining our ministry, please contact 

John Diischer or the church office.  

 

 

LADY’S LENTEN JOURNAL MAKING - Ladies, 

you’re invited for an evening of 

crafting and snacking February 10 

at 7:00-9:00 pm. We will be 

making prayer journals 

complimenting “Lenten Lights” 

an 8 part Biblical Devotion series 

to read independently for 

preparation of Easter. Please plan on bringing a snack to 

share. Punch, coffee and water will be available. A 

suggested donation of $10 is requested to cover costs of 

these unique journals and study materials. Ellie Lundstrom 

will be leading the crafting. Stephanie Becken will lead the 

devotions. Please sign up on the kiosk or RSVP to 

Stephanie Becken, so we can have supplies prepared.  

NEW DIRECTORY - You can now activate your 

membership in the St. Philip's online membership 

directory:  https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com.  Link 

to "Church Member Sign-in".  Use your e-mail address for 

the User Name, and create your own password when 

prompted. 

 

After you have activated your account you can also 

download the Instant Church Directory App on your 

phone. No code is needed for that, but you do need to 

first activate your online account. If you see anything in 

your contact information that is incorrect or you would 

like removed, please contact us so that we can edit it.  

 

We would also like to remind you to send us a picture if 

you have not already done so, or let us know if you would 

like us to snap a picture of you at church some Sunday. 

Pictures can be sent by text to Camille at:  612-710-8059 

or email to:  Raimannjandb@comcast.net 

 

Camille Johnson, Jay and Becky Raimann 

 

 

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION - The Early Learning 

Center offers pre-registration for 

the upcoming school year for 

church members and current 

student families prior to opening 

it up to the community. The 

date, to register for the 2017-

2018 school year, begins 

Tuesday, February 21. Registration will open to the entire 

community Monday, February 27 at our open house from 

6:00-7:30 pm.  

 

St. Philip’s Early Learning Center provides a Christian-

based, non-denominational preschool program for 3-5 

year olds.  We offer half-day classes with sessions held 

Monday/Wednesday/Friday am, Monday/Wednesday/ 

Friday Extended Day, Tuesday/Thursday am and 

Tuesday/Thursday pm.  We are open to families of the 

entire Hastings area community.   

 

Registration materials will be available starting February 19 

in the church office and from Kim Sill, preschool director.  

They will also be available by download at the preschool 

website www.spelcpreschool.com.  We encourage you to 

register during this pre-registration week, as classes do fill 

quickly.  Forms will not be accepted prior to February 21. 

For more information, please call Kim Sill at 437-6541, or 

email her at hastingselc@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:Raimannjandb@comcast.net
http://www.spelcpreschool.com/
mailto:hastingselc@yahoo.com
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SINCE YOU ASKED... 

 
What is this I heard about calling another pastor? 

 

Perhaps the most important decision we will make on 

February 5 is discerning if we wish to try and call Stephen 

Hilding as a full-time pastor after he graduates from 

seminary this spring. We have been blessed since last 

August to have Stephen on staff planning and leading our 

second service worship while he completed his Master of 

Divinity degree at Luther Seminary. He has also been 

teaching our 8th grade confirmation class, and has been 

helping with pastoral care in visiting our members who are 

home-bound or in nursing homes.  

 

In late February, Stephen will be assigned first to one of 

nine geographic regions and then a synod within that 

region. If Stephen is assigned to our synod and we as a 

congregation seek to call him, there is every reason to 

think that this possibility would become a reality. There 

are a number of reasons for considering such a significant 

decision, but the bottom line is, “Do we believe in what 

Jesus is doing in and through St. Philip’s and do we believe 

that the “soon-to-be” Pastor Hilding is a part of God’s 

plan for us as we move forward?” I will address what I see 

as the biggest advantages and challenges to this proposal.  

 

The challenges include the reality that it will require a 

significant increase in our budget and St. Philip’s has 

previously experienced what can happen when we 

become too staff heavy. I would not advocate for doing 

this if I thought it was not fiscally responsible or feasible 

for us to do so. Our Finance Ministry Team including our 

Business Manager, John Bergland have prepared a budget 

that includes adding a full-time seminary graduate to our 

staff and believe it is well within our reach as a church.   

 

If we choose to invest in our ministry by calling Stephen it 

means that we believe God will use him to make St. 

Philip’s Lutheran Church a stronger community of faith 

that serves more people and helps us in our mission 

together. To that end it means that we will all re-evaluate 

our stewardship support of this ministry and increase it 

accordingly. What I am saying is, do not vote to move 

forward unless you are willing to support that decision 

with your increased offerings. Because I strongly believe 

that calling Stephen will make us a stronger church, Amy 

and I have increased our tithe $100.00 per month in 2017. 

If we choose to ratify our proposed budget it means we 

will also establish a call committee to relate to our synod 

office through the call process.   

 

The single biggest advantage I see in calling Stephen to 

serve as a full time pastor is that we have already had the 

equivalent of a six-month interview with him to see how 

he does things from leading worship to preaching and 

teaching to pastoral visitation, (and he does all of these 

things very well.) There is no doubt in my mind that he 

will be an excellent pastor wherever he is called to serve. I 

believe that Stephen’s gifts and passions are a very good 

match for our ministry and he has done a tremendous job 

in helping our 10:30 service develop a much stronger 

identity.  If we choose to not try and call Stephen, we will 

continue to be a faithful beacon of the Gospel and Stephen 

will be a faithful pastor in a different part of God’s 

vineyard. I ask for your prayerful reflection on this matter 

as we move forward in ministry together.  

 

Pastor Geier 

 

 

FEBRUARY ADULT FORUMS  

  

February 5: Dead Sea Scrolls  

 Presenters Ron and Cindy Toppin 

 

February 12:  Hastings Community Education Programs 

 Laurie Thrush, Programs Coordinator 

 Hastings Community Education is a life time of 

learning; locally grown, organized under ISD-200. Four 

major areas of program start with Early Childhood 

Education; then K-12, Adults and Seniors. A major 

initiative this past year was an Aging Mastery Program; 

a ten week course that will lead to improved health, 

stronger financial security, and overall well-being. 

Come, learn, and determine where you can participate 

and contribute. 

 

February 19:  Fraud & Scam Awareness 

 Matt Hedrick, Detective, Hastings Police Department 

 ID theft and financial scams are on the rise. 

Discussions will be made on the variety of scams and 

fraud schemes, reducing opportunities for criminals, 

and how to protect yourself. This is one area to 

eliminate Minnesota nice. 

 

February 26: Cremation - Simple, Affordable Alternative 

 Mike Murphy, National Cremation Society 

 Cremation is a modern, growing, sensible choice 

alternative to traditional casket burial. Mike will 

explain the steps, processes, costs, and options 

involved with cremation. The benefits, pros and cons 

will also be outlined, along with where to find 

additional information.  
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LENT IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The season of Lent begins on March 1 with our Ash 

Wednesday service. In honor of celebrating the 500 years 

since Martin Luther started a re-forming movement that 

continues today, we will be using one of the great gifts we 

received from him. Each week in Lent after Ash 

Wednesday we will focus on a different section of Luther’s 

Small Catechism. For those who grew up Lutheran, it will 

be a time to revive those memories of “What does this 

mean?” and “This is most certainly true!” (Don’t worry; 

there will not be any memory recitation requirements.) 

For those who grew up in a different tradition, it will be 

an opportunity to gain a better appreciation our Lutheran 

heritage of “grace alone,” “faith alone,” and “Scripture 

alone.” We will of course be using Holden Evening Prayer 

at these services. Plan on making mid-week worship a part 

of your Lenten discipline. We’ll see you there! 

 

2017 Midweek Lenten Worship Schedule 

March 1 Ash Wednesday 

March 8  Ten Commandments 

March 15   Apostles’ Creed 

March 22   Lord’s Prayer 

March 29  Holy Baptism  

April 5  Office of the Keys 

April 13   Maundy Thursday - Holy Communion 

April 14   Good Friday 

April 16  EASTER! 

 

 

SHARING AND CARING FOR FEBRUARY 11 – 

Chili, Shredded Cheese, Soda Crackers, Diced Onions, 

Sour Cream, Loaves of French Bread, Gallon of Sliced 

Peaches, Desserts (cookies and bars already cut up). 

Check the kiosk for more details and to sign-up. 

 

 

SOUPER BOWL: February 5!  

On Sunday, February 5 you are 

invited to bring in non-perishable 

food items and there will be a 

special “soup pot” for monetary 

offerings for Hastings Family 

Service. 

NEW VENUE FOR LADIES NIGHT OUT 

February 24 at 6:30-8:00 pm 

$20 includes instructor and materials 
 

Calling all ladies to join an evening of creative good fun 

and sipping at BreakAway Arts.  Try something new and 

exciting, even if you’ve never attempted anything like it 

before!  We have two opportunities to choose from:  

Acrylic Painting and Needle Felting. 
 

For those who wish to try painting, we 

have invited Gloria Popowitz, an 

accomplished acrylics artist, to bring a 

model canvas from which you can 

paint your own interpretation.  Gloria 

is a favorite instructor at BreakAway.  You will go home 

with a piece to hang on your wall or display as inspiration 

at your desk at work! 
 

For those who would like an 

experience with soft materials, Sally 

Johnson will teach needle felting.  

Sally is experienced in many media, 

and will offer the opportunity to 

play with felted wool and needles 

in a sewing-bee-like setting in the 

fiber studio.  We can be women together doing 

handiwork and solving the problems of the world! 
 

Materials will be supplied and the café and bar will be open 

for refreshments to purchase throughout the evening. 
 

Be watching for registration display on Sundays.  Deadline 

and payment due by February 19.  Questions?  Contact 

Camille Nelson at 437-2742 or email her at 

Camille.nelson911@yahoo.com.  Contact Darla Kimmes 

at 437-6018 or email her at dakimmes@embarqmail.com. 

 

 

A DAY FOR MAKING COMFORT — On Saturday, 

January 28 we will gather at Our Savior’s, 

Stillwater, to make comforters to go to 

both local and international charities. Many 

comforters can be completed in one day 

when many hands join together. The hours 

are from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm and individuals can spend the 

whole day or just come for an hour or two. No 

experience is needed as there are lots of “jobs” for 

everyone as well as lots of teachers. Bars and beverages 

will be provided, but bring your own lunch. Everyone is 

invited and bring a friend or two. Join the fun! 
 

Any questions you may contact Darla Kimmes, 651437-

6018.  It would be fun to take a carload of willing workers 

to Stillwater. 

 

mailto:dakimmes@embarqmail.com
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YOUTHPHIL RINGERS… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured are students in Director Ellen Diischer's Youth 

Chime Choir who participated in the worship service on 

January 15.  The chime ringers exhibited a well rehearsed 

series of numbers which supported the worship service 

greatly. Four students were performing for the first time. 

The familiar hymn "Holy, Holy, Holy" was done during 

communion distribution which was especially 

enjoyed. Three ringers were unable to be present.  

 

Members of the YouthPhil Ringers are Grace Becken, 

Megan Langenfeld, Molly Gathje, Claire Meier, Owen 

Meier, Zachary Lindberg, Alison Lindberg, Jared Hanson, 

Jack Burke and Rachel Fischer. Other members are Hope 

Fischer, Kenzie Langenfeld and Meghan Oseko.   

 

 

CHERUB CHOIR… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a cold icy morning the preschool-age Cherub Choir 

directed by Renee Lind energetically offered up stimulating 

anthems which always brings smiles to the congregation.  

CHILDREN’S MUSICAL - Rehearsals for the 

Children’s Musical, “Rescue in the Night” have 

begun!  Kids in grades 2-7 are invited to join 

the members of the St. Philip’s Children’s Choir 

and their friends, as they present 

a musical on Sunday, April 2 at both 

worship services.  Children who 

participated in the musical in previous years 

should have received information and 

participation forms via email, and other 

children will get the forms when they 

attend rehearsal.  The rehearsal schedule 

for February is given below.  Please call Ellen Diischer, 

651-470-6160 if you have any questions!    

 

February Musical Rehearsal Schedule    

Wednesday, February 1:  5:00-6:15 pm - Regular 

 rehearsal  

Saturday, February 4:         9:30-Noon - Extra rehearsal  

Wednesday, February 8: 5:00-6:15 pm - Regular 

 rehearsal    

Friday, February 10:          5:00-6:30 pm - Extra rehearsal  

Wednesday, February 15:  5:00-6:15 pm - Extra rehearsal    

Friday, February 17:          10:30 am-1:30 pm - Extra 

 rehearsal w/indoor picnic   

Wednesday, February 22: 5:00-6:15 pm - Regular 

 rehearsal 

Friday, February 24:          5:00-6:30 pm - Extra rehearsal     

  

 

MEN’S QUARTERLY MEETING, PART II - The 

Men’s Quarterly Meeting will reconvene on Saturday 

morning February 11 at 8:30 am in order to allow Paul 

Hellen to finish his remarkable presentation on electrical 

power generation, transmission and distribution.  Paul’s 

topic generated so much interest throughout the group 

that another session was requested.  In addition, our own 

Chuck Clanton will be supplementing Paul’s program with 

additional information on related topics such as energy 

from cell biology to magnets, the three laws of 

Thermodynamics, rural electrification, stray voltage, wind 

energy, CapX2020, etc.  Mark your calendars and attend 

the closing session of this great presentation.  Good coffee 

and pastry starts at 8:30.    

 

ANNUAL MEETING FEBRUARY 5 - St. Philip’s 

annual business meeting will be held Sunday, February 5 

with a potluck lunch immediately after the late service 
followed with the business meeting in the sanctuary.   

Those planning to share in the potluck lunch should bring 

something according to the following:  

A-I Main Dish     J-R Salad     S-Z Dessert  
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REPORT FROM OPERATION BOOTSTRAP 

AFRICA - Epiphany!  Let there be light!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Maasai Girls School in Monduli, Tanzania is now 

completely off the power grid, thanks to the investment in 

solar power. The major benefit is that students can study 

into the evening. Money is saved, too. St. Philip's WELCA 

organization contributed to this solar project in 2015.  

We continue to support a student at this Christian 

residential school where graduates become teachers and 

health care workers in Tanzania. 
 

Operation Bootstrap Africa is seeking additional funding 

for two special projects: 

1) $5000 for athletic shoes for 200+ students so they can 

participate in sports, and $5000 to enlarge the sports 

court. 

2) A new roof is needed on the 17 year old chapel. The 

roof has deteriorated in the tropical sun and heavy rains.  

Want to help? Contact the OBA office at 612-871-4980, 

or email at info@bootstrapafrica.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LUTHERAN NIGHT AT THE TWINS Tuesday, 

August 8 at 7:10 pm.  Fifty seats are being saved for St. 

Philip's members and friends who will want to take in the 

2017 Lutheran Night at the Twins. The Twins play the 

Milwaukee Brewers, game starting at 7:10 pm. The section 

reserved is called The Deck.  It is good viewing and costs 

$28 a ticket, a bit less than the field box seats we have 

been getting. Transportation is on your own but a lot of 

car pooling does happen once we know who is going.  
 

We go every year. Can’t stop now. We hope the season 

has gotten some traction by then. Questions? contact 

Glenda Schnirring (437-6246) gleners@embarqmail.com.   

FAITH RAISING – NOT FUND RAISING 

A leader from a large ELCA congregation in the 

southwest shared a stewardship 

lesson that carries far-reaching 

implications. During a particularly 

heated council meeting, the church's 

budget was a particularly touchy 

subject. After a while, someone 

grew tired of haggling over what 

they called "the details of the 

expense side of the ledger" and 

suggested that the council hear from someone on "the 

income side"--or better yet, one of "the fund raising 

people, you know, stewardship". The meeting was quiet 

for a moment, and then the stewardship chair leaned 

forward and said softly "we don't think of our task as fund 

raising. We are a faith raising team." She sat back, and her 

real meaning sank in. 

 

The depth of the stewardship chair's words provides 

insight into what stewardship is all about.  

 

What would happen in our congregation if the ministry of 

stewardship was treated entirely as a faith-raising 

challenge? All of our stewardship team's activities could 

center on what it would mean to grow faith in our 

congregation.  Year-round stewardship would become a 

much more manageable idea if all of the team's activities 

were centered on providing opportunities for faith 

growth in individuals and the congregation as a whole. 

 

What would our congregation's annual financial response 

be like in a process like this?  One possible scenario might 

be a low-pressure invitation to respond to what God has 

done for the individual members of the congregation. That 

invitation might summarize all the faith-building activities 

the congregation has been a part of and then say 

something simple like: "With all God has done for you, 

this is your opportunity to respond to God's love. Please 

consider what you might do."  

 

One of the interesting facets of this invitation is it might 

be a financial response or it could be a response involving 

one of the other gifts that God has so generously given.  

 

And if stewardship is "everything we do after we say 'I 

believe, '" then a multi-layered response is a wonderful 

opportunity! How might this happen in our congregation? 

 

 

       

           Love Your Enemies. 
Luke 6:27 

mailto:info@bootstrapafrica.org
mailto:gleners@embarqmail.com
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FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN - April 8, 4-7 

pm. Please RSVP before April 3.  Joint Ministry Effort! 

Confirmation and Adult Spiritual Growth invite all 

congregation members for a food packing time at Feed My 

Starving Children. We will rent a bus, but space will be 

limited, so please contact Stephanie Becken as soon as 

possible if you would like to ride the bus (this includes 

students as well—this is one of our Lent meeting times—

so we are hoping every confirmand will attend).  

 

We have a reservation for 50 people—and we’d love to 

fill every single space! You can sign up with Stephanie 

Becken, or you sign up directly online at www.fmsc.org. 

Our code is 1059416. If you have questions about ages, 

guidelines, and expectations, please check out Feed My 

Starving Children’s website.  

 

 

THAT’S A LOT OF KIDS!  Sunday School is always 

open for kids to join at any time—and that’s been 

happening more and more this year! We have had 5 

students join in since the start of the New Year, and we 

couldn’t be happier to be welcoming an average of 45-60 

students every week of class. Every Sunday is another 

opportunity for building relationships, answering big 

questions about God, and connecting with our faith family 

in creative and loving ways.  

 

 

CONFIRMATION MENTORS - It’s that time again! 

Lenten Mentors is a long-standing St. Philip’s tradition. For 

years, confirmands and their mentors have met over Lent 

to build relationships with each other and with God. 

Students in 7th, 8th and 9th grader need to ask someone in 

their lives to be their mentor. This can be tough! Every 

family is connected to our faith family in different ways, 

and students may not be sure who to ask—and then there 

is the fear that someone they want to get to know better 

might say ‘no’. Adults, if you’re willing to be a mentor, 

please let me know. I encourage students to ask mentors 

themselves, but I am happy to try to match people up. A 

student who loves fishing? I might have a mentor for them. 

Someone who loves to sing and dance? I might have a 

mentor in mind? A science enthusiast? Yep, the right 

mentor is out there! All mentors need to have a current 

background check on file (these are good for 5 years—so 

if you did one last year or this year for teaching Sunday 

school or confirmation, you’re fine) and this is something 

we can do quickly and easily.   Questions?  Talk to 

Stephanie Becken. 

 

 

 

BUTTER BRAID FUNDRAISER - Packets will be 

available to start selling delicious Butter Braids on 

February 12. Students going to Bible Camp or the Senior 

High Canoe trip are invited to participate in this 

fundraiser.  
 

 

FIRST COMMUNION—MORE THAN 5TH 

GRADERS - Holy Communion is a sacrament and a gift. 

As with baptism, there is no checklist to decide if 

someone is ready—it is a gift from our Father and one we 

celebrate as a church family. Individual family traditions 

create for differences in when one might be baptized or 

receive first communion. Some will seek these out sooner 

for their children, some will seek it later in life—we all 

come to the altar broken and blessed when the time is 

right. If you’re considering first communion for your child 

or for yourself, you are encouraged to speak with Pastor 

Geier and attend our First Communion classes. Students 

of all ages and, yes, adults are welcome to learn and 

celebrate together.  
 

 

FIRST COMMUNION EDUCATION SAVE THE 

DATE - April 1 and April 8 at 9:00-10:00 am.  First 

Communion is one of many milestones in a young 

person’s faith journey—and it’s a family milestone. Families 

considering First Communion for their child are 

encouraged to save the date for education times led by 

Pastor Geier. Students and families will learn about the 

Sacrament, culminating with First Communion on April 13 

during the Maundy Thursday worship service. Please 

contact Pastor Geier if you have any questions or 

concerns about your child receiving first communion. To 

RSVP for the classes, please contact Stephanie Becken. 
 

 

5th AND 6th GRADERS CONFIRMATION – On 

March 5, 12, 19 and 26, 5th and 6th graders will be learning 

about Baptism from Pastor Geier during the Sunday 

School hour (9:35-10:25 am). This is part of helping 

students transition into the confirmation program. They 

will also be invited to help lead our Lenten worship 

Wednesday, March 29. Students who do not normally 

attend Sunday School are encouraged to jump in during 

these weeks. No need for special registration, just be 

there! 
 

 

FREE MOBILE APP FROM 

AUGSBURG FORTRESS.  Did 

you know that you can download 

Luther’s Catechism on your devices?  

Scan this QR code to lead you to the 

app. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE FOR 

FEBRUARY: 

February 5 “The Great Commission” 

February 12 “Wedding Banquet Parable” 

February 19 Off for President’s Day 

February 26 “Transfiguration” 

 

 

FEBRUARY CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE  

February 1 

February 8 

February 22  

March 1 Mentor Meeting 6:30-6:50 pm **Students need 

to have their mentor lined up before this time. This brief 

meeting will be to give initial information, turn in 

paperwork, and to get started on a great mentor 

season.** 

 

BAGELS, LOX AND LOVE - Wednesday Night 

Fellowship.  February 1, 8, and 22 at 5:30-6:30.  7th-12th 

graders are invited for a light dinner, fellowship, and 

service projects this month. We’ll be making Valentines, 

pack goodie bags, and if weather allows, have a bon fire 

one night.  

 

 

NORTHERN MINNESOTA ADVENTURE for 

Senior High Students (having finished 9th grade and up) 

August 9-12. This summer, we’ll be adventuring with 

Camp Amnicon! Our February 5 organization meeting will 

go over trip plans, fundraising options, and be a time for 

us to brainstorm on what we’d like to do during our trip. 

Meet in the narthex directly after the 10:30 pm worship. 

 

 

CAMP 2017 - This summer, SPLC will be sending our students, 2nd-9th grade, to camp the week of June 18-23. 

Faith: On Fire! is this summer’s theme.  Registration is open! Your support of the ministries at SPLC help us to fund a bus, 

so transportation to and from camp is covered **If your student attends Half Blast, they will be able to ride the bus one-

way, but will need a ride for the other.** 
 

2nd-5th graders: Andy’s Gang—classic camp at Shores of St. Andrew—swim, 

boat, hike, sing, dance, craft, and more! Bible studies held daily with 

experienced, fun, and loving counselors. Not sure if your student is ready for 

all week? Half-Blast is a great way to try it out.  
 

5th-7th graders: Chrysalis Crew—this group is housed at Green Lake’s campus. 

Students are able to play games, swim, boat, craft, carve, worship, sing, plan 

and more. This is kid camp kicked up a few notches. Experienced counselors 

supervise and engage the different cabin groups and help build loving 

relationships.  
 

7th-9th graders: Stargazers or Homestead—for the night owls and/or adventurers! Stargazers is all the fun of Chrysalis 

Crew, but with an altered timeline to allow for more night games and adventures with a later start time for their day. 

Homestead is an outdoor adventure. Students sleep under the stars (bring your bug spray!) and join the other groups 

for meals, worship, and activities.  
 

Family Camp: Is your family ready for a different kind of summer vacation? This summer, consider Family Camp at 

Shores of St. Andrew. Under new site management, Shores is ready to help families engage with each other and God in 

new ways. St. Philip’s families usually go during week 7, which is July 23-28.  
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Green Lake’s Dave Eliason playing 

camp songs with the group 

Reasons #18 & #19 why you will love 

camp…Nature &Wild Life! 

Steve and Joyce Wolverton 

all dressed up in jazzy 

summer shirts 
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50th ANNIVERSARY PLANS MOVING 

FORWARD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Philip's in 1967 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Philip's in 2017 
 

As the photos indicate St. Philip's rose out of the dust and 

rocks at the corner of 15th and Pleasant in 1967 to the 

impressive house of worship it is today. St. Philip's growth 

and ministry will be celebrated during its 50th year, April 

29 and 30, 2017. Current members, former members, 

pastors and friends of the congregation are invited to 

share in the festivities. There will be an opportunity to 

respond as to one's attendance at the food planning events 

at a later time.   
 

Accomplished thus far in the planning: 

 Decided the logo design with designer Lista Klocow 

 Sent out "Save the Date" Cards  

 Ordered an exterior banner which will be up from 

April through June  

 Researched options for a Sunday fellowship meal 

 Researched all annual reports for names of Pastors, 

Council Presidents and the amount of benevolence 

dollars shared each year  

 Collected photographs of former pastors which will 

be framed and mounted on the far east wall. (Becky 

Raimann) 

 Coordinated the framing of the Paul Orman painting  

 Drafted an invitation letter for the purpose securing 

replies from those expecting to attend  

 Put music to two DVDs already in existence and will 

have the 20th Anniversary video put into convenient 

showing mode (Paul Munger)  

Countless additional tasks are on the planning board.  

Committee members are: Glenda Schnirring (chair), 

Margaret Goderstad, Patty Todnem, Becky Raimann, Judy 

Hansen, Darla Kimmes, Marita Legreid, Pam Hoffman and 

Paul Munger. Alternate members:  Lori Best and Rick 

Carlson. 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S ANNUAL GARAGE AND PLANT 

SALE SCHEDULE FOR JUNE 10 – We will have one 

month to recover from the 

Anniversary before setting up 

the Garage and Plant Sale but for 

this one time, we'll have to rally 

and get it done. The help of 

many people will be essential. A 

planning meeting for the sale will 

happen in March.  The sale is on 

a Saturday, from 8 to 3, receipts 

for ministry can reach $17,500, 

plus the goodwill to community 

and the congregational fellowship is priceless.  
 

For those of you who 

are new to this event, 

the categories of items 

we sell are: 

 Housewares 

 Home Decor 

 Children's and Teen 

Clothing 

 Adult Clothing, 

Shoes, and 

Accessories 

 Books and DVDs 

 Puzzles 

 Craft Supplies 

 Electronics and 

Hardware 

 Linens and Things 

 Indoor/ Outdoor 

Furniture and Tools 

(no large wall units, 

sofa beds or 

damaged sofas 

 Garden Perennials 

and Annuals 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 

Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 

   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 

   ellend@splchastings.org 

Stephen Hilding, Praise Music Worship Leader 

 stephenh@splchastings.org 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 

 kims@splchastings.org 

Stephanie Becken, Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministries 

   stephanieb@splchastings.org 

John Bergland, Business Manager 

   johnb@splchastings.org 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 

 johnd@splchastings.org 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 

   listak@splchastings.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1401 West 15th Street  

Hastings, Minnesota 

651-437-6541 

www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

www.spelcpreschool.com  
 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Schedule: 

8:30 and 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:35-10:25 am 

Adult Forum 9:40-10:20 am 

Holy Communion the first three Sundays of the 

month  
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